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F)  PAST PRESENT & FUTURE  

 

In English we have an elaborate system of indicating the time and circumstance of any 

action eg.  I go, he went, he is going, he will go, he shall go, I speak, I spoke, I have 

spoken, he shall have spoken, I sing, I sang, I bring, I brought, I fling, I have flung, etc. 

 

In Maori it is all far simpler: -  

(i) The form of the verb is never changed. 

(ii) Only a few little grammatical words are added. 

(iii) The Maori language is more concerned with indicating the nature of the 

action than whether it was in the past, at the present, or will be in the future.  

The time of the action is usually clearly evident from the context of what is 

being said. 

 

Beginners can cover most of the ground by considering the following little grammatical 

words (particles), to go: 

 - before the verb - ka, i, e, kua, kia, me 

 - after the verb - ana 

 - before and after - e……..ana 

 

„KA‟ 

Some call this the „inceptive particle‟, quite a good name because it indicates or signals a 

new action begins, or a change of action.  It gives a sense of drama and vividness, when 

speaking of a rapid succession of actions.  It makes no difference if they happened in the 

past, right now, or in future time. 

 

From an old legend –                                

 Ka rongo a Taranga i te tangi o ngā manu 

 Ka maranga, ka oma ki waho. 

 

Best translated as – 

 Taranga hears the sound of the birds, 

 Gets up, runs outside. 

 

Or appropriate usage in modern times – a rugby commentator saying –  

 Ka puta mai ngā tima! 

 Ka tangi te wihara a te rewheri! 

 Ka timata te kemu. 

 

Best translated as – 

 The teams appear! 

 The ref’s whistle sounds! 

 The game starts! 
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„I‟          This particle does indicate a past action and nothing more.   

 

It is only used for a single past event, as a simple statement of fact, no drama and no 

succession of actions.     Not used in vivid speech. 

 

Hei tauira: I kite au i a Tame inanāhi.  Kei te pai ia. 

  I saw Tom yesterday.  He’s well. 

 

„I‟ is also used in negative statements when past time  eg. 

 

  Kāore a Rewi i oho.   Rewi did not wake 

 

»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»» 

 

„E‟    This particle before the verb indicates an undramatic single present or future 

action. 

 

Hei tauira: 

 

 E kite au i a Tame āpōpō.  I shall see Tom tomorrow. 

 E haere a Rewi ākuanei.  Rewi will go soon. 

 

„E‟ is also used in negative statements when the context is present or future time. 

Hei tauira: 

 

 Kāore a Rewi e oho.  Rewi does not / will not wake. 

 

„E‟ is also used to indicate an order to a person(s) to do something, when the verb is just 

1 or 2 syallables. 

 

Hei tauira: 

 

 E tū  stand      E noho    sit   

BUT     

 Whakarongo  listen       Kōrero  speak  (more than 2 syllables)  

 

„E‟ is also used with numbers to indicate “there are” or “there will be”. 

 

Hei tauira: 

 

 E ono ngā hēki  There are / will be  six eggs. 

 

»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»» 
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„KUA‟ This particle conveys the idea that an action (or state) has happened or has 

got under way (may be still going on). 

 

Hei tauira: 

 

 Kua tae mai te pahi.  The bus has arrived. 

 

 Kua tangi te pere.   The bell has rung. 

 

 Kua haere a Rewi ki Pōneke. Tom has gone to Wellington. (He could still be on his 

way). 
 

 Kua riri ahau.   I have got (become) angry. 

 

 Kua mate te kuia.   The old lady has died. (become dead) 

 

 Kua ngenge ahau.   I have got tired. (become tired – and still am) 

 

»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»» 

 

„KIA‟  This particle, on the other hand, is used to indicate some action or state that 

has not happened or come about yet.  So in contrast to „kua‟, it concerns the future. 

The exact sense in various situations calls for a variety of translations into English, as 

the following examples show.  Note that a strong demand or wish, amounting sometimes 

to an order, is expressed by using „kia‟. 

 

Hei tauira: 

 

 Kia tū!  Stand up! (Be standing)    (-stronger than „E tu‟) 

 

 Kia maia!  Be brave! 

 

 Ko taku hiahia kia haere atu koe. 

 It’s my wish that you go away (that you be gone). 

 

 Kia mutu tāku mahi, ka kai ahau. 

 When my work has finished, I eat. (Be finished my work, then I eat). 

 

 Kia ono ngā heki. Be six the eggs (make them six). 

 

 Tatari, kia tae mai a Tame.   Wait, until Tom has arrived. 

 

»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»» 
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„ME‟  This particle conveys the meaning of suggesting or supposing, and thus may 

serve to indicate a polite mild order. 

 

Hei tauira:  

 Me noho,e kui.    Do sit down, madam. 

 

 Me here ngā kurī, e Tame.  How about tying up the dogs, Tom. 

        or  (Better tie up the dogs, Tom.) 

 

 Me hoki ngā tamariki ki te kāinga. The children should (I suggest) return 

home. 
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„ANA‟ -used after the verb and with no preceding particle only in animated 

narrative. It corresponds very well to the English use of the present participle, ie words 

ending in „ing‟. 

 

Hei tauira:  (from the parable of the prodigal son) 

 

Ka kite tōna matua i a ia; ā oma ana, ka whiu i ōna ringa, awhi ana i tāna tama,  

ā kihi ana i a ia. 

 

His father sees him, and running, flings out his arms, embracing his son, 

and kissing him. 

 

Note:  Seeing and flinging out arms are short-lived actions – so use of „ka‟. 

 Running, embracing and kissing went on for some time – so use of „ana‟. 

 

 

»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»» 

 

 

„E ……..ANA‟ To speak of continued actions, ones that go on for some time, in 

ordinary speech, ie not animated narrative, use „e‟ before the verb with „ana‟ after it. 

    The time of the action may be past, present or future. 

 

Hei tauira: E haere mai ana a Kupe ki Aotearoa. Kupe was coming to New Zealand. 

 

   E haere mai ana ētahi tūruhi ki Aotearoa.  Some tourists are coming to NZ. 

 

  E haere mai ana te Kuini ā tērā tau. The Queen will be coming next year. 



COMPILED BY JOHN LAWRANCE NICHOLLS 

 

 

Preliminary indications of past, present or future. 

 

The listener(s) will often know from the circumstances whether you are talking about 

something in the past, present or future – as in the above examples. If they don‟t, an 

opening statement can set the time, as in the following examples: 

 

 

Past  Use the particle „i‟ to introduce, meaning „it was on‟, „it was during‟,  

                     „while‟.       (Alternatively, „nō‟ means the same.) 

 

Hei tauira:  

 

 I te ono ō ngā  rā, kua oti te mahi ā te Atua. 

 On the 6
th
 day, God’s work had been completed. 

 

 Inanahi, ka haere a Tame ki Taupo. 

 (It was) Yesterday, Tom set off to Taupō. 

   

 I nehe rā, kei Hawaiki te Iwi Maori e noho ana. 

 (It was) During ancient times, the Maori people were living at Hawaiki. 

 

 

 

Future Use the particle „ā‟, meaning „it will be on‟, „it will be during‟, „by‟. 

 

 

Hei tauira: 

 

 Ā te ono ō ngā rā, kua oti te mahi. 

 On the 6
th
 day, the work will have been completed. 

 

 Āpōpō, ka haere a Tame ki Taupō. 

 (It will be) Tomorrow, Tom will set off for Taupo. 

 

 Ā te mutunga o tēnei rautau, kei ngā tāone nunui te Iwi Māori e noho ana. 

 By the end of this century, the Maori people will be living in the big towns. 

 

 

»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»» 
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SOME USEFUL PHRASES INDICATING TIME 

                                                                          _ 

PAST  „i‟ is the key word (optionally „nō‟). 

 

 last night inapō yesterday inanahi 

 

 the day before yesterday i tētahi rā last Tuesday i tērā Tūrei 

 

 last week i tērā wiki last month i tērā marama 

 

 last year i tērā tau in the morning i te ata 

 

 in the evening i te ahiahi just now ināianei 

 

FUTURE „ā‟ is the key word 

  

 this coming night ā tēnei pō tomorrow āpōpō 

      

 the day after tomorrow ā tētahi rā next Tuesday ā tērā Tūrei 

  

 next week ā tērā wiki next month ā tērā marama 

  

 next year ā tērā tau in the morning ā te ata 

  

 in the evening ā te ahiahi soon ākuanei 

 

PAST       

before                      i mua  before Christmas      i mua i te Kirihimete 

  

FUTURE     

 

before                                     ā mua 

 

before Christmas      ā mua i te Kirihimete 

 

after something already happened  i muri 

             

after last Christmas     i muri i te Kirihimete 

 

after something yet to happen       ā muri 

 

after next Christmas   ā muri i te Kirihimete 

 

just after (a past event)             i muri iho 

 

just after an event to come           ā mua ake 

 

very recently past        i mua tata ake nei 

 

in coming days         ā ngā rā e tata mai nei 

           

at 6 o‟clock (past)            i te ono karaka 

 

at 6 o‟clock (coming)          ā te ono karaka 

 
 


